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INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND 

SARS-CoV-2 is a coronavirus responsible for the respiratory disease COVID-19. It was introduced into humans in late 2019 (1). The

first cases appeared in the United States in January of 2020 (2), but evidence points to an earlier entry point in the early winter of

2019 (3). The first Butler County case was identified March 10, 2020 (4), but a study of cases shows that the earliest known case of

localized spread occurred on February 28, 2020 (5). The unique nature of a novel pathogen that is both contagious and deadly has

often called for extreme protective measures to be put in place. In the schools, one of those protective measures was the 

implementation of distance learning for entire school systems. For the 2021-2022 academic school year, Butler County General 

Health District (BCGHD) and the Butler County K-12 schools must work in partnership to return to full-time in person learning in 

the schools, and for that to be done as safely as possible.  This cannot be done by relying on herd immunity to take effect, but 

instead by relying on evidence based public health practices such as quarantine, isolation, social distancing, vaccinations, and 

mask wearing.  

 The purpose of this document is to outline evidence based guidance that brings students back into the classroom without 

unnecessary risk and further spread of COVID-19 in the community. This document focuses on how schools can work with BCGHD 

to determine which individuals should be placed in isolation and quarantine following the identification of a positive COVID-19 

case amongst the students or staff.
ISOLATION 

WHO QUALIFIES FOR ISOLATION? 

Butler County General Health District is able to place an individual under isolation if they have been medically diagnosed with 

COVID-19.   

Basically, isolation is for the i ll (6, 7). These individuals are also known as “cases” (7).

In the context of COVID-19, the isolation period is set at ten full days. Day 0 is the day that symptoms started or, if asymptomatic, 

the day that the test was collected. Day 10 is the last full day of quarantine and individuals can return to school on day 11. (7)

There are a number of situations that can trigger COVID-19 isolation. 

The clearest situation is a symptomatic case with a positive NAAT (nucleic acid amplification test) such as IDNow or a PCR test.  This 

student will be ordered to isolate for 10 days. The student’s day 0 will be the day that their first symptom started and they can 

return to school on day 11.  (7)

 It’s  important to note in this scenario that the student does not have to have the most common symptoms of COVID-19

such as fever, cough or fatigue to be considered a case. Every person will have different symptoms. Less common

symptoms of COVID-19 are headache, diarrhea, aches and pains, sore throat, etc. For example, if a child had a headache 

that started on 9/1/2021, started having diarrhea (along with a headache) on 9/3/2021 and they tested positive for COVID-

19 on 9/4/2021, their isolation date would start on the first day they were having symptoms, which would be 9/1/2021.
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A second scenario is an asymptomatic child who has a positive NAAT test. This student will be ordered to isolate for 10 days. In 

this case day 0 is when the child’s test was collected.  (7)

• A common question regarding asymptomatic cases is if their isolation period can begin on the day they know they were 

exposed to another positive case. The simple answer is no. The good thing about asymptomatic cases is that they are 

likely less contagious (8) and they are less likely to develop severe i llness; however, the bad th ing is that we truly can’t 

know when they became infectious and that's why they may be a driver (9). This means that we have to operate on the 

precautionary principle and assume that the day that the test was collected was the first day they began shedding virus.

PROBABLE CASES 

Probable cases are also ordered into quarantine by the Butler County General Health District. There are two ways that we identify 

probable cases: 

One way a probable case can be identified is if an individual has a positive antigen test result.  If someone has a positive antigen test 

and symptoms, isolation starts the day that symptoms do. If they have a positive antigen test but no symptoms, then their isolation 

will  start the day that the antigen was collected. (7)

The other way a probable case can be identified is if an individual has clinically compatible symptoms (symptoms of COVID-19) and 

has an epidemiological link (exposure to a positive case). This means if someone is symptomatic AND has an exposure they will 

automatically become a probable case. Their 10 day isolation will start the day that their symptoms began (7)

There is a gray area in cases that have clinically compatible symptoms (symptoms of COVID-19) and have an exposure, but then 

have a negative test. According to the CDC, false negatives are far more likely than false positives, especially when the pre-test 

probability is high (probability of the presence of the condition before a diagnostic test). According to the Ohio Department of 

Health, it's best practice to isolate these individuals and treat them as cases. For the purposes of BCGHD reporting, they will be 

l isted as probable cases, but your school protocol should be to treat these as cases in need of 10 day isolation.(7)

DISCONTINUATION OF I SOLATION 

BCGHD follows  a time and symptom based protocol for discontinuation of isolation, which is based on guidance from the CDC. 
(10)  

A student can discontinue isolation after a period of 10 full days if the following statement holds true; they have a marked 

improvement in symptoms in the last 24 hours AND no fever without the use of medication. 

If a student has symptoms for longer than 10 days and no marked improvement, we recommend the student see their medical 

provider to determine a course of action. They may not return to school until 24 hours after a marked improvement in 

symptoms AND no fever without the use medication.  
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TESTING OUT OF ISOLATION AND FALSE POSIT IVES 

The BCGHD does not use a test out option for discontinuation of isolation.  

We recognize that false positive antigen tests may occur. In the event of a positive antigen test that is disputed, an individual 
may get a PCR test WITHIN 48 HOURS of the collection of the antigen test. If that test is negative, then we will determine the 
or iginal antigen test to be a false positive.  

Individuals with severely compromised immune systems with severe illness may have the test-based method 

recommended by their provider. In this case the  result must show 2 negative PCR tests taken 24 hours apart (for a total of 3 

tests and a minimum of 3 days) to no longer be considered contagious. 

Due to the immense burden of resources that this policy takes compared with the statistically insignificant amount of false 

positives in areas with a high probability of the presence of the condition before a diagnostic test, we will never advise this 

method for use and if it’s employed there is no guarantee that we will get the results to review. (7, 10)

Individuals without a compromised immune system are not able to dispute a positive PCR test res ult under current BCGHD 

policy without consultation between BCGHD and the individual’s healthcare provider. 

FAQS ON ISOLATION 

If the student is asymptomatic with a positive test result, can the 10 day isolation period begin from the date the student was 

exposed if there is a known exposure? 

The answer is no.  

The good thing about asymptomatic cases is that they are l ikely less contagious and they are less likely to develop severe illness; 

however, we truly can’t know when they became infectious. This means that we have to operate on the precautionary principle a

nd assume that the day that the test was collected was the first day they began shedding virus (8,9)

What’s the definition of a case vs. a close contact? 

"Case": The student or school staff member who is medically diagnosed with COVID-19. If the person is at school, they should be 

sent home immediately and follow appropriate isolation procedures as directed by the local health department. This student or 

staff member should not come to school or participate in extracurricular activities.  (7,11)

"Close contacts": Close contacts for COVID-19 are those individuals who are identified as being directly exposed to COVID-19 by a 

positive case. Remember, COVID-19 is a respiratory virus and does not require physical contact to spread. (7,11)

https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/static/responsible/schools/k-12-quarantine-in-ohio.pdf  

What is the difference between quarantine and isolation? 

You quarantine when you might have been exposed to COVID-19. This is because you might become infected with COVID-19 and 
could spread COVID-19 to others. (6, 7, 11)

You isolate when you are already infected with COVID-19, even if you don’t have symptoms. Isolation is used to separate people 

infected with COVID-19 from those who are not infected. (6, 7, 11)

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/parent-faqs.html 

https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/static/responsible/schools/k-12-quarantine-in-ohio.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/parent-faqs.html
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QUARANTINE GUIDELINE S 

By definition quarantine is for healthy individuals who have been exposed and are under observation to see if they develop 

symptoms  (6, 7, 11). Fully vaccinated persons  (or persons with documented COVID-19 infection within the last 90-days) who 

remain asymptomatic are excluded from quarantine (7,11). CDC guidance recommends that these individuals test three to five 

days after the known exposure and wear a mask in public indoor settings for 14 days after exposure or until a negative test 

result. 

The following scenarios outline when a student will fit the definition for quarantine while in the classroom or on a school bus: 
• Unvaccinated students:

o wearing a mask, but within three feet of a case for 15 or more minutes cumulatively over a 24 hour time

period; OR

o not wearing a mask and within six feet of a COVID-19 case for 15 or more minutes cumulatively over a 24 hour

time period (7)

The following scenarios outline when a staff member will fit the definition for quarantine while in the classroom or on a school bus: 

• Unvaccinated adults:

o wearing a mask, but within three feet of a case for 15 or more minutes cumulatively over a 24 hour time

period; OR

o not wearing a mask and within six feet of a COVID-19 case for 15 or more minutes cumulatively over a 24 hour

time period (7)

The following scenarios outline when a student will fit the definition for quarantine while outside of school or during extra-curricular 

activities, regardless of physical setting: 

• Unvaccinated students:

o within six feet of a COVID-19 case for 15 or more minutes cumulatively over a 24 hour time period; OR

o with direct physical contact with COVID-19 for any amount of time (7)
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HOW LONG WILL THE QUARANTINE LAST ? 

There is nothing short of being fully vaccinated at the time of exposure that will shorten quarantine to less than seven full 

days.  These are the following quarantine options that can be used (7, 12):

• 14 full days: This is the only guaranteed way of preventing spread after exposure.

o This method is burdensome and results of peer reviewed research have generally shown that this length of time

is typically is not necessary (12).

 10 full  days with no symptoms: This policy is recommended for most close contacts.

o If no symptoms have developed by day 10 the odds of developing them are low (but not impossible).  If the case 

was asymptomatic, by this point they likely would not be shedding detectable virus particles.

o They may return to school and all activities on day 11.

o It is recommended that the individual take a COVID-19 test on day 11 or 12

o It is recommended that the individual still wear a mask and socially distance on days 11-14 

 7 full  days with a negative test on or after day 5: Students must have no symptoms for the full 14 days.

o They may return to school and all activities on day 8

o It is recommended that the individual wear a mask and socially distance on days 8-14 

o If the individual uses an at-home antigen test it must be proctored (overseen via telehealth) according to the 

instructions included with the test. BCGHD will not be accepting results from at-home tests that were not

proctored according to their instructions. 

Why can’t students return immediately after getting a negative test on day 1 or 2?

The CDC recommendation is :

Vaccinated individuals: Get tested 3-5 days after exposure. Wear a mask until that test comes back negative. 

Unvaccinated individuals: Get tested at least 5 days after exposure. Wear a mask until that test comes back negative 

CDC scientist have modeled statistical probabilities of becoming contagious post exposure at various times with no symptoms and a 

negative test. Explore more here: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/science/science-briefs/scientific-brief-options-

to-reduce-quarantine.html  (12)

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/science/science-briefs/scientific-brief-options-to-reduce-quarantine.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/science/science-briefs/scientific-brief-options-to-reduce-quarantine.html
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FAQS ON QUARANTINE 

What’s the definition of a case vs. a close contact? 

"Case": The student or school staff member who is medically diagnosed with COVID-19. If the person is at school, they should be 

sent home immediately and follow appropriate isolation procedures as directed by the local health department. This student or 

staff member should not come to school or participate in extracurricular activities.  (6,7,11)

"Close contacts": close contacts for COVID-19 are those individuals who are identified as being directly exposed to COVID-19 by the 

positive case. Remember, COVID-19 is a respiratory virus and does not require physical contact to spread. (6, 7, 11)

https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/static/responsible/schools/k-12-quarantine-in-ohio.pdf  

What is the difference between quarantine and isolation? 

You quarantine when you might have been exposed to COVID-19. This is because you might become infected with COVID-19 and 

could spread COVID-19 to others. (6)

You isolate when you are already infected with COVID-19 and have tested positive, even if you don’t have symptoms. Isolation is 
used to separate people infected with COVID-19 from those who are not infected. (6)

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/parent-faqs.html 

When does the infectious period begin for the purposes of contact tracing?  

The infectious period of close contact begins two calendar days before the onset of symptoms (for a symptomatic person) or two 

calendar days before the positive sample was obtained (for an asymptomatic person).  

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/contact-tracing.html  

How does the quarantine process work in Ohio K-12 Schools? 

1. Positive case is reported to the school and/or local health department.

2. The local health department works with the school to begin the contact tracing process.

3. School should assist local health department by providing lists of possible close contacts.

4. The local health department works with the school to assess exposure risk and determines who qualifies as a close contact

through interviews with the case and school officials.

5. The local health department determines the level of exposure and decides if the close contact needs to be quarantined.

6. The local health department works with the school to communicate quarantine determination to the close contacts.

7. If voluntary compliance cannot be obtained, children or staff shall be excluded from in-person school and school activities,

based on the quarantine order of the local health department, according to Ohio Revised Code 3707.16.

8. The local health department is responsible for monitoring students or staff during the quarantine period.

9. Quarantined individuals should not participate in in-person activities until they are released from quarantine by the local

health department.

https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/static/responsible/schools/k-12-quarantine-in-ohio.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/parent-faqs.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/contact-tracing.html
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Is the last day of exposure considered day 0 or day 1? 

Last day of exposure is day 0. Another way of thinking it is in hours. 1 day is 24 hours after exposure. Since we rarely have an exact 
time for an exposure we must use days. 

How are close contacts determined in classroom settings?  

In general, contact tracing involves identifying people who have a confirmed or probable case of COVID-19 (cases) and people who 

they came in contact with (close contacts) and working with them to interrupt disease spread. This includes asking people with 

COVID-19 to isolate and their contacts to quarantine at home voluntarily.  

Fully vaccinated persons who remain asymptomatic are excluded from quarantine. CDC guidance recommends that fully vaccinated 

persons test three to five days after the known exposure and wear a mask in public indoor settings for 14 days after exposure or 

until a negative test result. 

For students in the indoor classroom setting and on buses, quarantine is required if the contact is unvaccinated and: 

 wearing a mask, but within three feet of a case for 15 or more minutes cumulatively over a 24 hour time period; OR

 not wearing a mask and within six feet of a COVID-19 case for 15 or more minutes cumulatively over a 24 hour time period; 

OR

 with direct physical contact with COVID-19 for any amount of time; OR

 with direct contact with respiratory excretions of a COVID-19 cases regardless of close contact (like a sneeze).

https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/static/responsible/schools/k-12-quarantine-in-ohio.pdf 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/k-12-guidance.html  

How are close contacts determined outside of  school settings?

The following scenarios outline when a student will fit the definition for quarantine while outside of school or during extra-curricular 

activities, regardless of physical setting: 

 Unvaccinated students: 

o within six feet of a COVID-19 case for 15 or more minutes cumulatively over a 24 hour time period; OR

o with direct physical contact with COVID-19 for any amount of time; OR

o with direct contact with respiratory excretions of a COVID-19 cases regardless of close contact.

https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/static/responsible/schools/k-12-quarantine-in-ohio.pdf 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/k-12-guidance.html  

Are contact tracing measures on school busses the same as in classroom settings? 

The CDC continues to require that masks be worn on all public transportation, including school buses. This requirement is regardless 
of vaccination status. All transportation services should follow applicable federal rules and regulations.  

Identification of individuals in need of quarantine due to exposure on a school bus will follow the guidelines ODH has establ ished 

for exposure in K-12 classroom settings.  

https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/static/responsible/schools/K-12-Schools-Guidance.pdf

https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/static/responsible/schools/k-12-quarantine-in-ohio.pdf
https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/static/responsible/schools/k-12-quarantine-in-ohio.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/k-12-guidance.html
https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/static/responsible/schools/k-12-quarantine-in-ohio.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/k-12-guidance.html
https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/static/responsible/schools/K-12-Schools-Guidance.pdf
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When should a close contact get tested if they aren’t in quarantine?  

Even if the close contact does not have to quarantine, to help slow the spread of the virus, they should: 

 Vaccinated individuals: Get tested 3-5 days after exposure. Wear a mask until that test comes back negative.
 Unvaccinated individuals: Get tested at least 5 days after exposure. Wear a mask until that test comes back negative.

https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/static/responsible/schools/k-12-quarantine-in-ohio.pdf  

Can the school treat vaccinated and unvaccinated students and staff differently in regards to quarantine? 

Yes. However, on October 13th House Bill 244 goes into effect and it may alter what schools can and cannot do in regards to their 
students.  

hb244_06_EN (state.oh.us) 

What if a parent/guardian refuses to quarantine their child? 

Reach out to the BCGHD’s K-12 contact and refer to existing school protocol.  

The student doesn’t know whether they were properly wearing their mask the whole day in the classroom, do they have to 

quarantine? 

If they cannot remember having a mask on, the cautious approach is to treat the scenario as if they were unmasked. If they are 

unmasked, unvaccinated, and within six feet of six feet of a COVID-19 case for 15 or more minutes cumulatively over a 24 hour time 

period then they would need to quarantine. They would also need to quarantine if they were unvaccinated and had direct physical 

contact with COVID-19 for any amount of time or had direct contact with respiratory excretions of a COVID-19 cases regardless of 
close contact. 

https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/static/responsible/schools/k-12-quarantine-in-ohio.pdf 

Is a doctor’s note acceptable to show that a student has had COVID within the past 90 days and will not have to quarantine? 

The doctor’s note must include evidence of the following: 

 Clinical symptoms AND exposure within the period in question  OR
 A positive lab test from the period in question that is not from a rapid antibody test.

Is a lab a “classroom setting”? 

Yes.  

https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/static/responsible/schools/K-12-Schools-Guidance.pdf
https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/static/responsible/schools/k-12-quarantine-in-ohio.pdf
https://search-prod.lis.state.oh.us/solarapi/v1/general_assembly_134/bills/hb244/EN/06/hb244_06_EN?format=pdf
https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/static/responsible/schools/k-12-quarantine-in-ohio.pdf
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ROLES AND RESPONSIBILI TIES OF SCHOOLS AND PUBLIC HEALTH 

Schools have always been active part of disease control efforts in the community. Vaccine mandates made by schools are generally 

credited with the eradication of many diseases and near eradication of others. Under normal conditions, many school nurses have 

actively participated in investigations involving foodborne diseases and communicable diseases. Prior to the COVID-19 pandemic 

school nurses have been involved in disease investigations involving pertussis and even measles. While the disease investigation 

playbook was modified to deal with the unique threat of a COVID-19, Public Health is using the same tactics that Public Health has 

been using for nearly one hundred years.  

When a case is reported to the school, the school must report it to public health. The schools are then responsible for identifying 

close contacts that they know about. It is not expected that schools will identify every student who was in close contact, but that an 

effort is expended to identify those who would have been school contacts .  

Below is a condensed l ist of the responsibilities of the schools of Butler County when it comes to BCGHD COVID-19 quarantine 

and isolation protocols: 

RESPONSIBILITIES OF EACH SCHOOL DISTRICT  

 When a positive case is identified in the K-12 setting, school staff should work together to identify close contacts of that

individual. Consult with BCGHD if needed.

 Individuals identified as close contacts need to be sent home to quarantine.

 The school needs to notify parents/guardians if their child is identified as a close contact.

 The school needs to notify staff members if they are identified as a close contact.

 Send the line l ist, with the positive cases information and contacts information to the BCGHD.

 Line list should be sent every day there is a confirmed COVID case.

RESPONSIBILITIES OF BCGHD 

 Consult with school districts as needed

 Receive a l ine l ist from a designated school district staff member every time there is a positive case.

o Line list includes positive cases along with individual who have been identified as close contacts.

 Conduct case investigations according to the line l ist received from the schools.

 The BCGHD sends out isolation and quarantine letters to cases and contacts in addition to the notification already sent by

the schools.

 Enroll contacts in quarantine in the Ohio Contact Tracking System via text message or phone call, to monitor contacts

symptoms of COVID-19.
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FAQS ON ROLES AND RESPONSIBI LITIES 

How often does a school have to report cases/contacts to BCGHD? 

School must report cases and their contacts as soon as possible after the identification of a case. 

https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/static/responsible/schools/K-12-Schools-Guidance.pdf  

What are the reporting requirements for schools? 

Schools should also report new diagnoses of COVID-19 to their local health department as soon as they are discovered. School 

officials should notify, to the extent allowable by applicable privacy laws, teachers, staff, and families of students who were close 

contacts as soon as possible (within the same day if possible) after they are notified that someone in the school has tested positive. 

https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/static/responsible/schools/K-12-Schools-Guidance.pdf  

How will we know a student or staffs vaccination status? 

Parents/guardians and staff can show proof of vaccination, however it is voluntary. Quarantine orders come from the BCGHD, an d 
staff is able to search vaccination history for individuals that were vaccinated in Ohio. Schools that plan to request voluntary 
submission of documentation of COVID-19 vaccination status should use the same standard protocols that are used to collect and 
secure other immunization or health status information from students. The protocol to collect, secure, use, and further disclose this 
information should comply with relevant statutory and regulatory requirements, including Family Educational Rights and Privac y Act 
statutory and regulatory requirements.  

https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/static/responsible/schools/K-12-Schools-Guidance.pdf
https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/static/responsible/schools/K-12-Schools-Guidance.pdf
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FAQS ON MASKING,  SOCIAL DISTANCING,  UNIQUE SITUATIONS,  TESTING AND NON-CLASSROOM 

SCHOOL SETTINGS 

MASKING AND SOCIAL DISTANCI NG 

What if my school can’t separate students by 3 feet in classroom settings? 

If the school cannot separate students by 3ft in classroom settings then it will impact which students are identified as close contacts 
and required to quarantine. Unvaccinated individuals in a classroom setting that are within 3ft of a confirmed case for more than 
15minutes over a 24hr period will need to quarantine – regardless of whether or not they were wearing a mask.  

https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/static/responsible/schools/k-12-quarantine-in-ohio.pdf 

Are students and staff required to wear masks on school buses? 

Yes. The CDC continues to require that masks be worn on all public transportation, including school buses. This requirement i s 

regardless of vaccination status. All transportation services should follow applicable federal rules and regulations. Learn more at the 
CDC’s Guidance for COVID-19 Prevention in K-12 Schools page. 

https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/static/responsible/schools/K-12-Schools-Guidance.pdf  

NON-CLASSROOM SCHOOL SETTINGS 

Should grade levels separated at school be separated during practices such as scrimmages? 

While not a requirement, it is a generally considered best practice to ensure there are as few cross-contacts as possible between 
cohorts. Every time an individual from a cohort interacts with individuals outside of their own cohort, it expands the cohort.  

UNIQUE SITUATIONS 

Should we quarantine siblings of the same household if one sibling is a contact of a case, but the others are not? 

No, the only sibling that would need to quarantine is the one that has been identified as a close contact of a confirmed case. The 
other siblings would NOT be automatically quarantined. The other siblings would be quarantined if one of the following scenarios 
played out: 

 If the sibling with a known exposure becomes symptomatic then anyone, including their siblings, that has had close contact
with them in the past 48hrs could be considered a close contact and be required to quarantine

 If the sibling with a known exposure test positive for COVID-19 then anyone, including their siblings, that has had close 
contact with them in the past 48hrs could be considered a close contact and be required to quarantine

A student took off their mask/did not have their mask covering both their mouth and nose for over 15 minutes and they were 
within 6 feet but over 3 feet from a positive case, do they have to quarantine? 

Yes. The guidance regarding exemptions from quarantine only applies to students that are wearing their mask properly. If a student 
does not wear a mask or wears one incorrectly or inconsistently, then they must be greater than 6ft away from the confirmed case 
to not be quarantined.  

https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/static/responsible/schools/k-12-quarantine-in-ohio.pdf 

If a parent who tested positive totally isolates in a home with zero contact with their children is it still necessary to wait until that 
isolation ends for the children to begin their countdown? 

No, it is not necessary so long as strict isolation is honestly maintained. The children would begin their countdown from the last date 
of exposure.  

https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/static/responsible/schools/k-12-quarantine-in-ohio.pdf
https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/static/responsible/schools/K-12-Schools-Guidance.pdf
https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/static/responsible/schools/k-12-quarantine-in-ohio.pdf
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If a student lives with someone who has tested positive and cannot completely isolate from them, does the student have to wait 
until the end of the positive person’s isolation before beginning their quarantine countdown? As in the 10th day? 

Yes, the student’s quarantine countdown cannot begin until they are no longer being exposed to the virus. In this case it mea ns the 
student’s countdown would begin when the positive person is no longer contagious. As long as this positive person is contagious, 
they are exposing the student to the virus. 

TESTING 

If someone just got the vaccine and tests positive is it because of the vaccination? 

No. The COVID-19 vaccine will not cause someone to test positive. The exception may be antibody tests, which shouldn’t be used as 
a diagnostic tool for COVID-19 or to determine immunity.  

Will antibody tests count for anything? 

The use of an antibody test as a diagnostic tool, outside of extenuating circumstances, for COVID-19 or to determine immunity is 
against CDC, FDA, Infectious Diseases Society of America, American Medical Association, American Association of Clinical Chemistry, 
Association of Public Health Laboratories, Ohio Department of Health, Council of State and Territorial Epidemiologists, and the 
World Health Organization recommendations. Antibody testing is not currently recommended to assess one’s immunity after a 
COVID-19 vaccination. A positive antibody test does not necessarily mean one is immune from COVID-19. To diagnose COVID-19, 
please get an RNA test or an antigen test.   

If a positive test has completed the isolation period and is fever free w/o fever reducing medication but still has other symptoms 
can they return? 

If the “other symptoms” are respiratory, then there must be a marked improvement in those symptoms before they can be released 
from isolation. If the “other symptoms” are not respiratory, they are able to be released from isolation. 

If an individual with symptoms of COVID tests negative on both rapid and PCR tests, is it still necessary to isolate that person for 
10 days based on onset of symptoms? 

If the individual in question has no epidemiological links to a confirmed case then they would be considered a rule-out, and the 
individual only needs to isolate until they are symptom free.  From the ODH Infectious Diseases Control Manual Chapter 3 “When a 
confirmatory test is negative but epidemiologic linkage and clinical criteria are met, persons should follow isolation protocols for 
COVID-19 unless an alternative etiology is identified after evaluation by a healthcare provider. If an alternative etiology is identified, 
persons should follow quarantine protocols for COVID-19 due to epidemiologic linkage.”, but not isolation. 

Where can I find literature that supports the use of masks as control for COVID-19?

There is an abundance of literature on this very topic. We point to the best place to start as two literature reviews. One 
performed by Brooks & Butler (13) and another from the Proceedings of the National Academy of Science (14). 

Found below.
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2776536
https://www.pnas.org/content/118/4/e2014564118
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ATTACHMENT A: QUARANTINE FLOW -CHART FOR K-12 SCHOOLS  

The following sections contains a quarantine flow-chart that can be used by Butler County schools to assist in the decision making 
process regarding quarantine of close contacts in schools. Please reference the main document for further guidance/details on  
contact the Butler County General Health District directly. 



YES NO 

Quarantine Guidance After Exposure for K-12 Schools* 
This chart can help guide quarantine decisions after a student or adult contact is exposed to someone with COVID-19. 

Does the contact currently have COVID-19 symptoms? 

The contact should isolate at home and try 

to stay apart from others they live with. 

Consider testing 3-5 days after exposure. 

Has the contact had COVID-19 in the last 3 

months OR are they fully vaccinated.* 

Did the exposure occur in a classroom 

or on in a school bus? 

Was the contact within 3 feet of 

the case for more than 15 minutes 

OR direct physical contact, such as 

a hug? 

Was the contact wearing

masks that covered their nose 

and mouth? 

Was the contact within 6 feet for at least 

15 minutes OR had direct physical contact, 

such as a hug? 

Contact should 

Quarantine 

Individuals can safely remain in the in-person 

classroom setting and participate in 

extracurricular and sport activities as long as 

they have NO COVID-19 symptoms. 

YES NO 

NO 

NO 

YES 

YES 

NO YES 

YES NO 

*Only applicable until October 1, 2021.
**Two weeks after someone receives 2-doses of Pfizer and Moderna OR 1-dose of Johnson & Johnson COVID-19 vaccine. Updated 9/8/2021



YES NO 

YES NO 

POSITIVE NEGATIVE 
YES NO/UNKNOWN 

YES NO 

POSITIVE NEGATIVE 

YES NO/UNKNOWN 

Isolation Guidance After Exposure for K-12 Schools 
This chart can help guide isolation decisions for COVID-19. 

Does the student currently have COVID-19 symptoms? 

Was a COVID-19 test 

performed or 

confirmed by a lab? 

Was a COVID-19 test 

performed or 

confirmed by a lab?  

Was the test 

positive or 

negative? 

The student is considered a case. The 

must isolate at home and try to stay 

apart from others they live with. 

Notify any contacts that were within 

3 feet of the student that is positive 

for at least 15 minutes during the last 

2 days. 

The student is NOT a 

case. Refer to existing 

school exclusion 

protocol for ill students. 

Was there an exposure 

to someone that has 

COVID-19? 

Refer to the student’s doctor 

about testing and follow 

existing school exclusion 

protocol for ill students.   

Was the test 

positive or 

negative? 

Was there an 

exposure to 

someone that has 

COVID-19? 

The student is NOT 

considered a case, but must 

quarantine at home for at 

least 7 days and monitor for 

COVID-19 symptoms.  

The student is NOT a case 

and does NOT need to 

quarantine.  

Updated 9/2/2021 



18

ATTACHMENT B: HANDOUTS AND GRAPHICS 

The following section contains handouts and graphics that can be utilized by Butler County schools for the purposes of information 

dissemination.  



MASKED & 
UNVACCINATED

COVID-19 +

3 FT MINIMUM

THE STUDENT WHO IS MASKED AND IS UNVACCINATED,
AND IS A CLOSE CONTACT OF A STUDENT WHO IS

POSITIVE FOR COVID-19 AND IS UNMAKED,
WOULD NOT NEED TO QUARANTINE.

MASKED & 
UNVACCINATED

UNMASKED & 
UNVACCINATED

UNMASKED & 
UNVACCINATED

UNMASKED & 
UNVACCINATED

MASKED & 
UNVACCINATED

MASKED & 
UNVACCINATED

COVID-19 +

QUARANTINEQUARANTINE QUARANTINE NO RESTRICTIONSNO RESTRICTIONS NO RESTRICTIONS,
SELF-MONITOR 
FOR SYMPTOMS

LESS THAN 3FT LESS THAN 3FT

LESS THAN 6FTLESS THAN 6FT

MASKED & 
VACCINATED

UNMASKED & 
VACCINATED

UNMASKED & 
VACCINATED

UNMASKED & 
VACCINATED

MASKED & 
VACCINATED

MASKED & 
VACCINATED

COVID-19 +

NO RESTRICTIONS,
SELF-MONITOR
FOR SYMPTOMS

NO RESTRICTIONS,
SELF-MONITOR 
FOR SYMPTOMS

NO RESTRICTIONS,
SELF-MONITOR 
FOR SYMPTOMS

NO RESTRICTIONSNO RESTRICTIONS NO RESTRICTIONS,
SELF-MONITOR 
FOR SYMPTOMS

LESS THAN 3FT LESS THAN 3FT

LESS THAN 6FT LESS THAN 6FT

QUARANTINE FROM A CLASSROOM EXPOSURE

Updated: SEPTEMBER 8, 2021 

A POSITIVE CASE OF COVID-19 WILL NEED TO ISOLATE REGARDLESS OF THEIR MASK USAGE OR VACCINATION STATUS.




